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Minneapolis Zoning Basics

Purpose Statement

Zoning can seem like a mystery to the
average city resident. A set of complex rules
that mean you can'’t build a new garage right
where you'd like to, or that leave you
wondering whether you can open a child
care center in your neighborhood.

This overview of Minneapolis’ zoning
fundamentals is designed to take the mystery
out of city zoning for individuals and
neighborhoods. It provides concise
information on the uses allowed in different
areas and on the process for requesting
changes or variations to the zoning code, to
help neighborhoods in their discussions about community planning.

What Is Zoning?

Zoning is the legal limitations a community places on the use of property. It’s a tool
that helps us maintain the character of our community, making sure that housing, small
business, industrial and commercial uses are provided for in ways that make sense. - ,

A zoning code is the collection of regulations and requirements for the use of land, '
including the location and size of buildings, the spacing between structures, the design
of parking lots and how much landscaping is required. The zoning code guides how
property can be used. If a particular use isn't listed in the zoning code as “permitted” or
“conditional” (meaning it’s allowed, but only with certain conditions) in an area, then
that use is prohibited.

Each piece of property in Minneapolis lies in a zoning district, with guidelines for
just how the property can be used.You might be able to build a house, but not operate
a store, or you might be able to open a coffeeshop, but not run a commercial laundry. i

The Minneapolis Zoning Code, which was completely revamped in 1999, contains
all of the zoning laws for the city. Minneapolis has 35 different zoning districts, each
with a specific purpose and requirements.

DISCLAIMER
This document serves only as an introduction to the Minneapolis Zoning Code
and should only be used as a guideline. The actual zoning code
contains the law and defines legal interpretations.
For further zoning information,
please call the Minneapolis Zoning Office at 612-673-5836.






